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Music at Plush festival - June-September 2011
“Musicians known and less known, but all of the best; programmes both stimulating and beautiful; audience and players inspired by the setting, and an intensity of playing, and listening, that is rare.”

Imogen Cooper, pianist

Celebrating its sixteenth summer of concerts, Music at Plush festival continues to attract world-class musicians and a passionate audience to the heart of Dorset. Over three weekends from June to September the beautiful church of St Johns resonates with thought provoking and original programmes devised by cellist Adrian Brendel. From baroque to contemporary music, this season offers a wide range of works, with a focus on chamber music and new collaborations.
JUNE 17 – 19

June is dominated by great works of the classical and romantic repertoire, including Brahms' A major quartet, Beethoven's 'Ghost' trio, Schumann's Fantasy for piano and Mozart's Oboe quartet. Alongside these are the lesser-known, hauntingly beautiful late duo works by Liszt, Pavel Haas' remarkable Oboe suite, and the engagingly eccentric Charles Loeffler's Rhapsodies. We are delighted that the BBC will join us to record Sunday 19th June concert for their Radio 3 lunchtime concert series.

Edward Dusinberre leads one of the greatest ensembles in the world, the US-based Takacs Quartet. His recent successful duo work with Charles Owen is one highlight of a weekend that also features cellist Louise Hopkins alongside oboist Nicholas Daniel and rising star pianist Alasdair Beatson. Adrian Brendel performs in Brahms' A major piano quartet alongside Amihai Grosz, the dynamic new leader of the Berlin Philharmonic. 

JULY 1 - 3 

A collaboration with the Wye Valley festival brings together some of the most exciting musicians in the UK, including Simon Crawford-Phillips, Daniel Tong, Katherine Gowers, Laura Samuel and Alexander Baillie. Our Festival Day on Saturday 2 July offers a feast of concerts, alongside a free pre-concert talk and open rehearsal, giving audiences the chance to hear work in progress and enjoy exchanges with the musicians.

There is a light-hearted character at the core of the July programme. Beethoven's Eyeglass duo, Bottesini's Gran Concerto, Rossini's Duetto and Schubert's Trout quintet are in turn vindictive, operatic, absurd and upbeat, joined by Handel's Concerto Grosso and American bassist & composer Edgar Meyer's recent set of Trout variations. Framing these events, a journey through Eastern European masterpieces, and a study of Liszt's late work alongside great trios by Beethoven and Schumann.

SEPTEMBER 2 – 4

Dynamic programming and performances are guaranteed from the Plush Ensemble, this year led by two outstanding violinists: Thomas Gould (leader of the Aurora Orchestra & Britten Sinfonia) and Corey Cerovsek delighted audiences last year with their bold and original musicianship. 

Contemporary music takes centre stage over the weekend, with York Hoeller's atmospheric 'Mouvements' receiving its English Premiere, following a successful first performance in Hamburg earlier this year.  Ligeti's spellbinding work for 100 metronomes, 'Poeme Symphonique' is hotly anticipated, while Ensemble 360 pianist Tim Horton will demonstrate his humorous and virtuosic approach to a progression of unusual short works for solo piano by Lachenmann, Kagel and Ligeti.  Other highlights include Chausson's rarely heard 'Concert', the timeless third movement from Bruckner’s quintet, and magnificent string quintets by Brahms and Mozart

History 

Music at Plush started in 1995 as a concert for friends, developing over the years into an annual classical, jazz and contemporary music series. Inspired by the spirit of the International Musicians Seminar at Prussia Cove, Cornwall, performances are the result of a week’s intense rehearsal in a place of natural beauty. Musicians stay and rehearse in the house belonging to pianist Alfred Brendel, culminating in performances at the historic venue of St. Johns, a church turned concert hall and recording studio. The festival is characterised by great artists, inspiring landscapes, authenticity and innovation. Regular musicians include Mark Padmore, Paul Lewis, Alfred Brendel and Till Fellner. Notable premieres have included new works by Kit Armstrong and Harrison Birtwistle.

Plushmusic 

Plushmusic is a platform for classical, jazz and world music, committed to bringing quality performances to a wider audience. Visit www.plushmusic.tv to watch concerts streamed live from venues including Kings Place, London, Wigmore Hall and Glyndebourne, and to download HD video and audio of performances, master classes and features from around the world. 
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